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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: FR, SREF 

SUBJECT: FRENCH POLICY ON INDO-CHINESE BOAT REFUGEES 

REF: (A) TOKYO 5496 (NOTAL, (B) STATE 68577, 

(C) PARIS 5480 (NOTAL), CD) PARIS 10855 (NOTAL) 

1 . EMBASSY TOKYO IN REF (A) ASKED FOR CLARIFICATION 
ON FRENCH POLICY ON INDO-CHINESE BOAT REFUGEES. 

2. WE BELIEVE PARA 10, REF (B) DESCRIPTION OF FRENCH 
POLICY MAY BE SOMEWHAT MISLEADING. AS NOTED IN REFS 
(C) AND (D), FRENCH HAVE SAID THAT GOF WILL ACCEPT 
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ANY BOAT REFUGEE WHO WISHES TO COME TO FRANCE. HOW- 
EVER, REF (A) ALSO REPORTED FRENCH STATEMENT THAT GOF 
BELIEVES IT PREFERABLE FOR BOAT REFUGEES TO GO TO THE 
COUNTRY OF THEIR CHOICE. THUS, AS ILLUSTRATED BY 
REF (D), FRENCH WILL IN SOME CASES REFUSE REFUGEES 
WHO CLEARLY INDICATE PREFERANCE TO GO TO SOME OTHER 
COUNTRY. 
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